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ARTIST STATEMENT

Ines Kaufmann (b. 1996, Carinthia, Austria) is currently studying at the Academy of Fine Arts
Vienna in Daniel Richter's Image/Space Expansion class.

Working between figuration and abstraction, Kaufmann’s practice explores corporeality as
trace, movement, and presence within space. Through painting, she investigates how human
experience manifests not as a fixed condition, but as a continuous process of transformation,
shaped by perception, memory, and the relationship between the self, others, and the
surrounding environment.

Her works are characterized by vibrant color fields, expressive gestures, and fluid bodily
forms that oscillate between appearance and dissolution. Figures emerge from and merge
back into painterly structures, creating visual spaces in which boundaries between body and
environment become permeable. Rather than representing specific individuals, these figures
function as carriers of universal experiences and emotional states, embodying tensions
between vulnerability and strength, intimacy and distance, stillness and movement.



Central to Kaufmann'’s practice is the understanding of the body as a site of memory and
perception. Gestures, postures, and traces of movement become visual languages through
which personal and collective experiences are articulated. The body is not treated as a stable
object but as a dynamic presence that continuously negotiates its relationship to space. In
this exchange, space itself becomes an active participant, shaping and being shaped by the
bodies that inhabit it.

Drawing inspiration from abstract gestural painting, phenomenological thought, and
mythological conceptions of nature, Kaufmann creates compositions that move between the
tangible and the imaginary. Organic forms, atmospheric color transitions, and fragmented
figures evoke states of becoming rather than fixed narratives. Her paintings suggest
moments of encounter, transformation, and interconnectedness, inviting viewers to reflect on
their own embodied experience and their relationship to the world around them.

Sensuality plays an important role within her work, not as a depiction of the body alone, but
as an exploration of perception through the senses. Color, rhythm, and painterly materiality
become tools for creating immersive experiences that address both physical and emotional
forms of awareness. Nature appears not as a backdrop but as a living force that mirrors
human processes of growth, vulnerability, and change.

Through this interplay of figuration and abstraction, presence and absence, individual and
collective experience, Kaufmann'’s paintings open spaces for reflection on the fragile yet
enduring connections between humans, nature, memory, and space. Her work seeks to
make visible the often intangible dimensions of existence, where bodies, emotions, and
environments continuously intersect and transform one another.



